Glasgow Health Information – Minutes of the Working Group

10.00am Tuesday 3rd June 2003

University of Glasgow Library, Level 9 Committee Room

Present:  Annette Thain (AT, Co-Convener); Ruth Robinson (RR, Co-Convener, Secretary); Susan Ashworth (SA); Joanne Campbell (JC); Kirsty Coltart (KC); Anne Davis (AD); Alison Faichney (AF); Richard German (RG); Valerie McClure (VMc); Karen MacPherson (KMac); Shona McQuistan (SMc); Helen Marlborough (HM); Fiona Walker (FW); Jane Wilkins (JW); Sandra Wilson (SW)

1.   Apologies:   Donna Athanasopoulos; Carol Carver; Catriona Denoon; David Hamilton; Alison Horne; Sue Kinn; Frances MacDonald 

2.  Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes were agreed as correct.

3.  GHI future discussion

The discussion began with the Group doing a rough SWOT analysis of GHI in order to establish the current position.  It was noted that many aspects could come under more than one heading.


STRENGTHS



WEAKNESSES

Cross-sectoral



Funding


Presentations



No links for authority


Website to co-ordinate information

Voluntary effort


   to all sectors



Informal structure


Voluntary effort



Recruitment


Exchange information


Political


Informal network


Informal structure



OPPORTUNITIES



THREATS

Presentations



No links with NES, SHINE, SLIC


Re-think aims



Size of group


Co-ordinator post


Professional development


Journal clubs


PR role

HM suggested looking at the individual suggestions under all three options on the discussion paper previously circulated, irrespective of the option they fall under, and selecting those that we would like to progress.  Consideration was also given to the existence of other regional groups.  AT agreed to find out more about the Grampian group which she understands is very active.


 previously circulated









ACTION: AT

It was agreed that the Group would continue to exist for the time being, however it was recognised that that the appointment of the Co-ordinator would likely have an impact on GHI.  


Group membership was also considered with members being asked to consider any gaps and suggest people who might be interested in joining.  It was agreed that Katie McGlew from NHS-24 would be invited to join.  RR is to circulate the existing membership list with e-mail addresses.









ACTION:  RR

3.1  GHI Gateway

AD advised that funding to maintain the GHI Gateway has been secured until September 2003.  It continues to be maintained at GGHB.  It was noted that the old GHI site continues to exist on the SHOW server.  N.B.  Since this meeting the old GHI link (www.show.scot.nhs.uk/ghi) appears to automatically redirect to the new GHI Gateway.

AF suggested utilising the website to communicate to the wider GHI group, and VMc suggested posting PowerPoint presentations given at GHI meetings.  Other ideas for inclusion on the website were GHI minutes and agendas.

The Group questioned the relationship between the GHI Gateway Steering Group and GHI.  It was noted that they are regarded as two separate groups, however many of the Steering Group members are also represented on GHI.  It was also acknowledged that the Gateway originated with GHI.  AT confirmed that discussions are ongoing between NES and the Steering Group regarding incorporating some elements of the Gateway into the eLibrary.

3.2  Constitution

SW suggested drawing up a mini-constitution, stating the aims of GHI.  RG advised that the aims are on the SHOW site at www.show.scot.nhs.uk/ghi under the section ‘about GHI’.  It was agreed to establish the extent to which they have been met.  N.B.  Since this meeting the old GHI link (www.show.scot.nhs.uk/ghi) appears to automatically redirect to the new GHI Gateway.  RR will circulate the aims to the Group for discussion at the next meeting.









ACTION: RR
SW suggested determining the frequency of meetings.  It was suggested that advanced notification of meeting dates might encourage more members to attend.

3.3  Speakers

It was agreed to continue to invite speakers to give presentations at future meetings.  Suggestions for speakers included:

John Sweeney – Glasgow Palliative Care Information Network 

Norma Greenwood – Greater Glasgow Health Board

The Health Information Co-ordinator if appointed.

A representative from SLIC e.g. Elaine Fulton

It was agreed to invite Norma Greenwood, or the Co-ordinator if appointed, to speak at the next meeting.  Topics could include the Co-ordinator’s role, website and the future plans of GGHB.  If Norma Greenwood or the Co-ordinator is unable to attend it was decided that John Sweeney would be asked to give a presentation.









ACTION: RR or AT

3.4  Updates of other group activities

KC suggested that GHI members who sit on other groups give a very brief update of activities at future GHI meetings reporting anything of broad interest to other GHI members from different sectors.  It was agreed that this would be useful and the Group began to compile a list of groups with suggested representatives: 


Further Education (?)



Glasgow Health Information Gateway (Anne Davis)


Glasgow Information Network (?)


Health Libraries Group (Valerie McClure on behalf of James Beaton)


Higher Education (Susan Ashworth)


Local Authority (Lorna Kerr)


NHS Education for Scotland (Annette Thain)


Primary Care (Catriona Denoon)


Quality Improvement (Karen MacPherson)


SHINE (Richard German)


Voluntary Sector (Sandra Wilson)

Members are invited to suggest other groups or contacts as this list is probably incomplete.









    ACTION: ALL


4.  Appointment of Secretary

SMc kindly agreed to take over from RR as Secretary of the Group.

5.  Any other business

There was no other business.

6.  Date of next meeting

Friday 29th August 2003 at 10am at the University of Glasgow Library. 

